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All the formal issues in the case have been resolved with the entry of the 
Amendment After Final Rejection leaving the issue of the rejection of claims 1, 2, 4, 6-8 
as anticipated over Echols USP 6,941,652 and claims 12-14 rejected as obyious over 
Echols. 

It is clear that claim 1 is a method of manufacturing a filter rather than a method 
of using a fiilly assembled filter. The Echols reference uses no expansion in the assembly 
of the base pipe to the filter media. Rather it uses welds 58. Echols runs the assembled 
filter in the hole and expands it, but the method of claim 1 is about assembly of a filter 
before it is used. The fact that Echols expands fi"om the base pipe after welding the filter 
together before run in does not make it an anticipatory reference. 

Echols welds the filter 40 to the shroud 42 and then rolls that assembly into a 
cylinder and seam welds that assembly (column 6 lines 27-32). After that the base pipe 
38 is inserted in the welded assembly of the filter and shroud and annular welds 58 hold 
the screen and shroud to the base pipe. While Echols* assembly is expanded downhole 



from the base pipe, the filter is akeady attached to the base pipe when expansion 
happens. The method of claim 1 is to use expansion to secure the filter to^the base pipe. 
In Echols, the filter is already secured by welding before any expansion happens. Echols 
does not anticipate claim 1 . 
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